Schneider Electric Product Compliance
High & Medium Products Requirements – NZ Electrical Safety Requirements

Schneider Electric – Product Compliance
• Schneider Electric’s certification team has listed all* product compliance into the Public Electrical

Equipment Safety System (EESS) database, covering both Australia & New Zealand

* SDoC’s will be produced when required under certain conditions

What is ERAC & EESS?
The Electrical Regulatory Authorities Council (ERAC) is the peak body of electrical safety regulators in Australia and New
Zealand. ERAC acts to ensure electrical safety regulatory systems are contemporary and harmonised wherever possible.
A number of emerging challenges and problems with the electrical equipment safety systems across Australia and New Zealand
led ERAC to commission an independent consultant to conduct a comprehensive review in 2007. As a result of the review, a
number of recommendations were made to improve and harmonise electrical equipment safety. This has resulted in the
Electrical Equipment Safety System (EESS).
The EESS has the following features in relation to “in-scope” electrical equipment:
Nationally consistent, electrical equipment safety legislation throughout Australia and New Zealand that will greatly increase
consumer safety.

• A National Database where all suppliers and certain types of equipment must be registered prior to being offered for
sale. This will allow equipment to be easily traced to its supplier and act as a gateway to the legal supply of electrical
equipment in Australia and New Zealand.
• Risk based classification of equipment into 3 levels (Level 3, Level 2, and Level 1) with different requirements for each level.
(Note; for NZ L3=High Risk, L2=Medium Risk..)

• Registration of a ‘Responsible Supplier’, who is a manufacturer or importer of in-scope electrical equipment and who is a legal
entity in Australia or New Zealand, has the onus of responsibility for ensuring the safety of the electrical equipment they sell.
www.erac.gov.au

How to use the database – Step 1

• Schneider Electric Australia & New Zealand product compliance will follow the requirements of the EESS Database. This
database is open to everyone to check and ensure product compliance
• Follow steps to obtain approval documentation – in this example we will use reference PDL681WH - light switch
• Step 1 – enter address into your web browser “www.erac.gov.au” and click on option shown below in website

Click on “EESS Registration
and Public Search”

How to use the database – Step 2
• Step 2 – click on “Equipment Registration”

Click on Equipment
Registration

How to use the database – Step 3
Step 3 – enter brand, reference number, then click on search via magnifying glass.

Type in ‘brand” of
product

Type in product
reference

Click on search
button

How to use the database – Step 4
• Step 4 – click on where it states “Equipment” in the same section of the reference number you are seeking (PDL681WH)

Click on the line
“Equipment”
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How to use the database – Step 5
• Step 5 – Result is given. You can view document, save browser link for future reference, or “right click” on document to print, or
print to PDF and save the document as you wish

What does it mean for you
• EESS is a pathway forward that benefits everyone – wholesalers, electricians and the public as
it acts a single point of reference encompassing multiple suppliers of electrical products

• Compliance of Schneider Electrics products will all be directed through
this website. www.erac.gov.au. SDoC’s* will no longer be produced.


* SDoC’s will be produced when required under certain conditions



How does EESS follow NZ Product Compliance
• NZ - Electricity Act
• The Electricity Act 1992 requires all electrical products to be of a high quality and standard, so that
their construction and maintenance meet the safety requirements within the Electricity (Safety)
Regulations 2010
• The Electrical Safety Regulations define the legal requirements for Electrical Safety and is the final
rules and direction for a responsible supplier to follow.
• What section in the Electrical Safety Regulations does it state that SDoCs need not be supplied if
listed in the EESS database
• Medium Risk products – Section 83 & 83A. Section 83(2) and 83A(1) are the defining statements
• High Risk products – Section 84

Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010 – Medium Risk (level 2)
• Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010
Clause 83 Supplier declaration of conformity required before sale of declared medium risk articles
(1) WorkSafe may, by notice in the Gazette, declare that particular low voltage or extra-low voltage fittings or appliances, or particular
types or classes of low voltage or extra-low voltage fittings or appliances, are medium risk fittings or appliances (in this regulation
called declared medium risk articles).
(2) A declared medium risk article may not be sold, offered for sale, supplied, or offered for supply unless—
(a) the supplier (being the New Zealand manufacturer or importer) has made a supplier declaration of conformity in respect of
the article; OR
(b) the article is deemed to be approved by WorkSafe under regulation 83A and all relevant terms and conditions of the
deemed approval are complied with.
(3) A supplier declaration of conformity must—
(a) contain a description of the declared medium risk article; and
(b) contain a statement that the article complies with—

(i) the appropriate standard listed in Schedule 4; or (ii) AS/NZS 3820; or (iii) the Conformity Cooperation Agreement; and
(c) [Revoked]
(d) be in the form that is prescribed by WorkSafe or, if no form is prescribed, comply with ISO/IEC 17050–1.

Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010 – Medium Risk (level 2)

• Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010
Clause 83A Deemed approval by WorkSafe for sale of medium risk EESS products
(1) A declared medium risk article is deemed to have WorkSafe's approval if—
(a) the article is a registered EESS product; and
(b) the New Zealand manufacturer or importer is a registered EESS supplier in respect of that article.
(2) WorkSafe may, by notice in the Gazette, specify conditions to which a deemed approval is subject.
(3) WorkSafe may, by notice in the Gazette,—
(a) vary or withdraw any deemed approval; or
(b) vary or revoke any conditions, or specify additional conditions, to which the deemed approval is subject.
(4) A notice given under subclause (2) or (3) takes effect on the seventh day after the date of notification.

Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010 – High Risk (level 3)
• Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010
Clause 84 Declared high risk articles not to be sold unless approved
(1) WorkSafe may, by notice in the Gazette, declare that particular low voltage or extra-low voltage fittings or appliances, or particular
types or classes of low voltage or extra-low voltage fittings or appliances, are high risk fittings or appliances (in this regulation and
regulations 85 and 86 called declared high risk articles).
(2) A declared high risk article may not be sold, offered for sale, supplied, or offered for supply unless—
(a) it is approved for sale by WorkSafe under regulation 85 and all conditions of the approval are complied with; or
(b) it is deemed, under regulation 86, to be approved by WorkSafe, and all relevant terms and conditions of the deemed approval are
complied with.
(3) A person who sells, offers for sale, supplies, or offers for supply a declared high risk article commits an offence and is liable on
conviction to a level 2 penalty if—
(a) the article is not approved for sale under regulation 85; or
(b) the article is approved for sale under regulation 85, or deemed to be approved under regulation 86 or 86A, but all relevant terms
and conditions of the approval or deemed approval are not complied with.

Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010 – High Risk (level 3)
• Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010
Clause 85 Approval by WorkSafe for sale of declared high risk articles
(1) Any person may apply to WorkSafe for approval to sell a declared high risk article by applying in a form prescribed by WorkSafe
and paying the prescribed fee set out in Schedule 5.
(2) WorkSafe may refer the application to an experienced person for advice on compliance by the declared high risk article with
electrical safety requirements.
(3) WorkSafe must notify the applicant in writing of his or her decision and, if the application is approved, must notify the applicant of
any conditions of the approval imposed by WorkSafe.
(4) WorkSafe may, on giving 10 days' notice in writing to the applicant,—
(a) vary or withdraw the approval; or
(b) vary or revoke any condition, or specify any additional conditions, to which the approval is subject.

Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010 – High Risk (level 3)
• Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010
Clause 86 Deemed approval by WorkSafe for sale of declared high risk articles
(1) A declared high risk article is deemed to have WorkSafe's approval if the article—
(a) is approved or certified by an organisation or agency, or under a programme or regime, recognised by WorkSafe under subclause
(2); and
(b) complies, as required, with any terms or conditions of the approval or certification.
(2) WorkSafe may, by notice in the Gazette, recognise an organisation or agency, or a programme or regime of compliance, for the
purposes of subclause (1).
(3) WorkSafe may, by notice in the Gazette, specify conditions to which a deemed approval is subject.
(4) WorkSafe may, by notice in the Gazette,—
(a) vary or withdraw any deemed approval; or
(b) vary or revoke any conditions, or specify additional conditions, to which the deemed approval is subject.
(5) A notice given under subclause (4) takes effect on the seventh day after the date of notification.

